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End of Year Report from Your Association
By Brad Griffin

As we welcome irR012, it is worth recalling where we came from thasty e a r . But first,
important to count our blessings and good fortiandiving in this great country. Despite its many

problems, we live in an amazing place, full of good peeplrdworking and ready to do the right thing,

with abundant natural resources and a national spirit that is unique on the planet. We akyespeci

fortunate to live in this great state of Montana, with its natural beauty, friendly people anopeide

skies. | am grateful for the privilege to represent you, one of our 800 members, before our legislators in
Helena and through our national parg® Washington, DC. This is my “19ear, and my 9 Legislative
Session. Itdés hard to believe that both of my so
known me to do. Now, they ab®th back to school and we are empty nesters sditee good reunion

time with family. But | digresswe have an important mission eeand one | take very serioustg:be

the voice of Mont anaos thateffactive wices oneafso needgte listanuela t e u r
andobservewhat is ging on around us.

Your association exists to help create the best business environment possffadriy valuable

member benefits and shaping public policy in the legislative and regulatory arenas. In short, we are a
lobbying shop with some great member benefits. Even though lobbyists are denigrated by the press and

by our politicians, | am prouth be a lobbyist. As a lobbyist friend from the Texas Retailers Association,

Mi ckey Moore, once told me, Alf youbre going to s
group you can be proud of. 0 Wef alllfourgfiowrdrarips, you wer

As youd Iretall,2011 wa a Legislative year. We started the Session with the GOP in firm control of

both chambers: 682 in the House and 28 in the Senate. With Governor Schweitzer wielding his
branding veto iron, ovdifty bills got scorched. Yes, there were some goofy bills, but therealsere

some excellent pieces of legislation that passed. Probably the most important was the one that reformed
our work comp system and is already being felt as it ripples thrthegmarket with lower rates.

Both chambers elected capable, competent and very likeabéedesith Mike Milburn as th&peaker of

the Hause and Jim Peterson as Benate President. Bomb throwers these two are not. Rather, they both
possess a strgrsense of calmness, fairness and a real willingness to listen tadoimgrsrtant

characteristics to have in legislative leaders.

Out of 1179 introduced bills, | tragdd 138 of them. For a complete p@stssion report, please visit our

web sitewww.mtretail,.comand find the newsl etter archives secti
here. What is important to understand is tliaring the biennial legislative sessidraam at the Capitol

allday, everydayetst i fyi ng and working the halls to make s
by our lawmakers.

As a | obbyist, you have three choices regarding |
deciding if itds Ilakilgooeaobd thdt hak merité uaneesls)someawvedksa d b i
(amendments). They say you should never amend a bad bill, just kill it. [ like this theory, but

sometimes, you have to work more indirectly. You can amend it to death. Or, you may havedt@t amen

as best you can and call it a day. But you never give up. There are many opportunities to accomplish
your goals, so it takes patience. It isndt a pre
to be part of it.



http://www.mtretail.com/

Montana Retail AssociationLead by Marc Swanson

Our Board of Directors is lead by our Chairman, Marc Swanson, a John Deere dealer from Glasgow.
Marc and higamily own Farm Equipment Sales, with four locations in Northeastern Mar&asgow,
Culbertson, Circle and Scobey. They employ 65 full time residents, plumparworkers during the

busy summer season. Agriculture in his area is very strong daentomber of factors, with high
commodity prices being the most important. Wheat farmers and cattle ranchers are both coming off
excellent years. Many are benefiting greatly from mineral rights leasing actitityh is spreading out

from the Bakken Oilfield in North Dakota. To be sure, oil exploration is coming to northeastern
Montana, with its blessings and growth pains associated with sudden population gains and all of the
attending stresses on community water and sewer systems. All in all, gosdatime to be in the
equipment business in NE Montana. Marc has been a steady hand on the tiller of the MRA for the past
year and a half, and indeed, he has been an active board member for many years.

Next MRA Board Meeting May 16,2012 Minimum Wage Up 30 cents in 2012
The MRA Board of Directors will be meeting After seeing the minimum wage increase by 10
again on May 18 in Helena, from noon to 5PM cents last yeatr, it is going up 30 cents on January

in the Governoros Room #1201 to $7.65ped houe. ITheEbnaumer Price
Restaurant. All members are welcome to attend. Index went up 3.8% for the year, reflecting

We will be reviewing a host of issues from the higher food osts, among other items.
primary election on JunS", emerging political

issues, new member benefits, review existing To view and print the new minimum wage
benefits, and a report from our auditor. If you information visit the LaborStandards wepage
have an issue that we should be looking into, athttp://erd.dli.mt.gov/labestandards

please call Brad or email him at bureau.html You will also find theguidelines
brad.grifin@mtretailcom to which information you must have posted.
MRA Partners with Avitus Group X% %

. 4 AL * ®
At our last MRA Board meeting, we heard &% AV|TUS GROUP
presentation from Ken Balster, VP at tr M%@: S ———

Avitus Group, about a possible endorseme...
of Avitus and theirservices. After an impressive presentation and good questions from the
Board,we voted to proceed with an endorsement. That endorsement is now official.

Avitus Group of Billings, atwww.avitusgroup.comis a rapily growing company with offices

in seven states. Avitus provides business owners with access to their team of certified and
licensed experts in HR, payroll, risk management, and other services for less than the cost of a
full time HR person. Removing ¢hadministrative headaches and government red tape from
your plate allows you to focus on growing your business.



mailto:brad.griffin@mtretail.com
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Heartland Payment System8 Full Disclosure on Fees

Your associationds endorsed credit card pr olv

i d

er

plus pricing. It is also passing along ALL savings to retailers as a result of the Durbin Amendment going

into effect on October 1, 2011. As of thigiting, Heartland has passed on $50M in savings to i
customers. You can view their savings clockvatw.heartlandpaymentsystems.com Merchants whg

ts

process with Heartland know in advance whatrtiggin is on their account and fees will only go|up

when Heartland is forced to pay more. If you would like an agplapples comparison of your credlit

card processing fees and learn if we can save you money, please call the association [office at

1-800-388-0236. We have two recent cases where local businsasedin excess of $20,000 per year

on their credit card processing fees. That|d6s bot
call is answered by a Heartland representativis aervice center in Indiananot India.
Welcome to our Newegetail Member!
Avitus Group of Billings
Avitus is also an endorsed member benefit provider
Thank you to these Renewirigetail Members
A Carousel for Missoula, Missoula Nor manbés Sport & Western, |
Alpine Village Laundry, Whitefish North Entrance Shopping Center, Gardiner
ASAT Outdoors, Anaconda N Missoula Community Development, Missoula
Associated Food Stores, Salt Lake City Peterson Glass, Hamilton
AtchesonTaxidermy, Butte Power Townsend, Helena
AutoZone, Memphis TN Prescottds MT Gl ass, Bel gr
Barkus Hardware, Havre Quiality Maintenance, Missoula
Bennybés Power Toys, But Rey dpamt & B/estern, Harlowton
Big R Store, Great Falls Reynolds American, Winste8alem
Butte Silver Bow Chamber, Butte Rising Sun Toyota, Bozeman
Dan Lowe Construction, Billings Rocky Creek Home & Garden, Red Lodge
Donds I nc, Lewi st own Ryan Grocery & Processing, Jordan
Empire OfficeMachines, Butte Sports City Cyclery, Great Falls
Gainanoés FIl ower , Bi | | i n8tsvincent DePaul Thrift Store, Billings
Gill 6s Heating, Great F&a&CFRence, Ovando
Great Falls Paper, Great Falls TheFashionette, Glasgow
Johnson Hardware & Furniture, Sidney Valley Furniture, Havre
Keith Popovich, Butte Western Meat & Sausage Block, Butte
Leebdbs Office City, But t WilamBrownRanch,BigSandy
LewistownTrue Value, Lewistown WMI Mutual Insurance, Murray UT
Lindsay & Associates, Kalispell Wrightdéds Lumber, Kal i spell
Macyod6s Farrier Service, Butte ,
Mar kl ed s, Gl asgow Loweds, N Wil kesboro NC
Mattress Mill, Bozeman 5 statewide locations
Midtown Market, Harlowton Super Valu, Minneapolis MN
Mi keds Thriftway, Chest e$2statewidelocations
Montana Chamber of Commerce, Helena Target Stores, Minneapolis
Mosdal Scale / Broadview Fleet, Broadview 7 statewide locations

Nichols Design, Butte
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< Nontana Fquipment

= | Dealers Association
MEDA 2012 Convention Moving to Whitefish MEDA Board to Meet June 12, 2012
The Board of the Montana Equipment Dealers The nextMEDA Board of Directors meeting
Association is mixing it up a little wititheir will be at the Calvert Hotel in Lewistown at

decision to move the 2012 Annual Convention to  noon on June 12th. hE Equipment Dealers
the Grouse Mountain Lodge in Whitefish. Please Board will be planning the 2012 convention

mark your calendars to attend Octobet"32012. and how we can raise the bar, once again. We
MEDA members and suppliers, please mark you will also be discussing legislative ideas for
calendar , as you w0 n O t possibbe rintrodudtiom in timd 20563 Legishaturs.
convention! We wi be offering excellent If dealers have concerns that the Board should
speakers, networking  opportunities, and addess, please call one of the directors or Brad
outstanding activities, all in scenic Whitefish. Griffin.

Griffin Elected to Head National Equipment Dealers Group
At its recentmeeting, our Managing Director of the Montana Equipment Dealers Association, Brad
Griffin, was elected to be President of the North American Equipment Association Executives (NAEAE)
group. NAEAE is an association of all the association execufyes, ter e s an associ a
association managersihho lead state or regional equipment dealer associations across North America
As PresidentBrad will host the summer meeting in Whitefish next July for his colleagues from around
the country. By virtue of being the President of NAEAE, Griffin will also serve on the Executive
Committee of the North American Equipment Dealers Association, our nadiffiiate. All Agricultural
dealers in MEDA are also members of NAEDA.

A letter from Marc Swanson of Farm Equipment Sales

December 2011

Farm Equipment Sales was founded by 1964 by my father, Edwin. V. Swanson.
Edwin joined the Montana Equipment Daal@ssociation(MEDA) in that sameyear
and Farm Equipment Sales has been an active MEDA member for th8paesirs.

Equipment dealers have and will always need a united voice in our state and federal governments. In the
past years we have joined taget and have successfully lobbied our state government to defeat many
proposed taxes on our dealerships, such as personal property and inventory taxes. Federally, our
asso@tion with the North Americaikquipment Dealers Association (NAEDA) has lobbied in

Washington, DC to make Section 179 of the tax code permanent.

MEDA is very fortunate to have Brad Griffin as our managing director. Brad is well respected and has
proven very effective at lobbying both the state and federal governments on béhalfrot a n a 6 s
Equipment Dealers.

Farm Equipment Sales has always been an active member of MEDA and will continue to be in the future.

Sincerely MarcA. Swanson, President




Welcome tdhe New Equipment Dealers and Allied Membérs

Ag Direct, Omaha NE
EquipmentHunters.com, Twin Falls ID
Salford Farm Machinery, Salford ON, Canada

Thank You to Our Renewindgquipment Dealer Members

Big Equipment, Havre

Big Sky Kubota, Missoula
Billings Farmhand, Billings
Bobcat of Big SkyBillings
Churchill Equipment, Manhattan

Farm Equipment Sales, Glasgow,
Circle, Culbertson, Plentywood

Fastoys, Kalispell

Frieling Ag, Black Eagle

General Implement, Billings
Horizon Implement, Miles City
Hoven Equipment, Great Falls
Interstate Powebystems, Billings
Johnson Distributing, Great Falls
Kamp Implement, Belgrade
Manning Implement, Hysham

Milne Implement, Glendive

Moodie Implement, Lewistown, Livingston,
Belgrade, Great Falls, Havre

Musselshell Valley Equipment, Roundup
New Holland, RIgrade

Parsons Tractor, Kalispell

Powerplay Motorsports, Bozeman

Pure Bliss Cycles, Conrad

Rocky Mountain Truck Center, Belgrade
Sunrise Equipment, Sidney

The Prairie Star, Great Falls

Titan Machinery, Billings, Missoula

Torgersonobés, Great
Lewistown, Denton, Havre, Billings

Tractor & Equipment, Billings
Tri-County Implement, Sidney

Triple W Equipment, Missoula
Tri-State Truck & Equipment, Billings
Vermeer Rocky Muntain Billings
Westate Machinery, Billings

Zerbe Brothers, Glasgow

Fal

S



Association National Partners
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RETAIL INDUSTRY LEADERS ASSOCIATION
Educate.lnnovate. Advocate. ®
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Y ¥l Yol NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF | A
CHAIN DRUG STORES
I EAAE SRTTONAL
mmmc INSTITUTE RESTAU RANT
Feeding Families and Enriching Lives Foodstotc.: ASSOC]ATION@‘

Wishing you all a very
Happy New Year!

May 2012
Be Prosperous

s A s Sma s

Brad Griffin Jeff Hainline
Julie Hilliard RandyHolbrook
Linda Thompson Dale Tinsley

Ouradnik Insurance Agency
Jeff & Tiffani Ouradmik,

Office: 406-534-4697
- 34

Welcome to our new health insurance agen
in Billings. Jeff & Tiffani arelicensed
to sell our WMI group health policies

1645 Ave D. Ste HI

. . . . f S Plaza One
Contact Jeff or Tiffani for moraaformation s Billings, MT 59102
on how they can helpou participate | jeff@ouradnikagency.com
. | iffani(@oura;
n our member_&)nly programs R . l\\\\\\.(mmdll agency.com

Health ~ Life, edicare ~ Auto ~ Home ~ Business




A Word from our Sponsors

Wor kerds Compensa

HUB International
Mountain States
Lynn St. Pierre, CIC

Kalispell, MT
1-800-752 -8693

Business Insurance
\devety wops 10 structure
Detter coverage and

reduce rak for your
buuress

Lyres 82, Perre, QIC
1-800-752 8693

Group Health Insurance

Glacier Insurance Strategies
Daren Engellant

Kalispell, MT

1-406 -257 - 7685

Payment Processing

Randy Holbrook,
Relationship Manager
Call 4 06-670 -4598
for more information.

I Mutual Insurance

L Ci nsider Us For Your Company’s

Health Insurance

4,’!}
WMIMutual Insurance Company and its subsidiary, WMI TPA", offer a full range of
fully-insured and self-funded employee benefit plans and options to the members of
the Montana Retail Association (“MRA").

Insuring groups from as small as two employees lives. Medical plans available with
deductibles from $150 to $2,500. Excellent preferred provider networks (“PPOs").
Prescription drug benefit available with all medical plans.

Contact us for assistance with all of your employee benefit needs.

Glacier Insurance Strategies
2602 Hwy 2 East
Kalispell, MT 59901
Phone: (406) 257-7680
Fax: (406) 257-7685
www.glacierinsurance.net

Heartland
Payment Systems”®

Few things are more central to your success than your
payments transactions. That's why Heartland=™ provides
debit / prepaid / credit card processing, online payments,
check processing, payroll services and more — efficiently,
cost-effectively and with your best interests at heart

We advocate for businesses like yours — heliping you
navigate through the complexities of payments processing
and managing the associated expenses

We're here for you every step of the way.

For more info call Randy @ 1-800-388-0236




IRON Solutions LLC is a joint venture betweeMNAEDA the State andProvincial
associations across Canada and the United Statesd the Central Communications
Corporation Core Products

=
||
IRON Search g I '
IRON Manager (Inventory) + 'IronSO|u-tlonS
Quote Pro and Quote Pro Sales Suite
IRON Appraiser (Farm Equipment OfficiaGuide and OPBfficial Guide)

The NAEDA Discount Freight Program EO T 1T A T £ .1 %$!1 60 AAT AEEOO OEAO AAT C
This member benefitz which offers free enrollment, and features no minimums, no obligations, and no

catchesz

it is a simple program thatcan save you real money and add dollars directly to your bottom line.

By using the NAEDA Discount Freight Program, dealers not only save

Par,ner ; on their shipment charges, but also on skyrocketing fuel surcharges.

® To enroll in this Discount Freight Program and f&rt saving today,
' log on towww.partnership.com/24naeda or visit www.naeda.comand
click on Discount Freight Programs under Partner Programs on the main menu.

The NAEDA Dicount Freight Program is administered by PartnerShip LLC, in Oberlin, Ohio.
PartnerShip is an endorsed provider of NAEDA.

Montana Financial Services

MFS is a cooperative service witlgriCredit
Acceptance.

Finance options are offered for dealerand their
customers.

For more information please visit our website at

www.mtequipmentdealers.coror contact
Josh Heward @ 515-251-3044 (Western Montana) or
Greg Rupp @ 515251-3071 (Eastern Montana)

u local Fedesated Federated Insurance
Y L e e products are endorsed
Sy by both the

' Equipment Dealers and
Tire Dealers Association.

Call your local Federated representative today.

For more infoor to find the
nearest agent, pease visit
the Federated website at

www.federatedinsurance.com



http://www.ironsolutions.com/
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